
From: Whittaker, Frank M <frank.m.whittaker@wv.gov> 
Date: Thu, Feb 5, 2026 at 8:58 AM 
Subject: Re: Emergency Drone Purchase 
To: James, Kristy E <kristy.e.james@wv.gov> 
Cc: John W Estep <John.W.Estep@wv.gov>, Joseph E Hager III 
<joseph.e.hageriii@wv.gov>, Amber J Heath <amber.j.heath@wv.gov>, Angie L 
Chaney <Angie.L.Chaney@wv.gov>, Robert W Stewart <robert.w.stewart@wv.gov>, 
Alisha S Pettit <alisha.s.pettit@wv.gov>, Greg Clay <gregory.c.clay@wv.gov> 
 
 
Kristy, 
 
Your request for the emergency purchase of six drones is approved. 
 
Please follow the emergency procedures outlined in the Purchasing Division 
Procedures Handbook. Please return the completed contract and all supporting 
documentation to this office within 30 days of this approval for public posting. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Frank M Whittaker 
 
On Wed, Feb 4, 2026 at 5:01 PM James, Kristy E <kristy.e.james@wv.gov> wrote: 
Please see the attached request for the immediate replacement of 6 of our drones 
which are no longer compliant with FHWA regulations and the American Security Drone 
Act. FHWA informed WVDOT at the end of December that our survey drone fleet must 
be grounded. It took a little time to secure sufficient funding. The estimated emergency 
replacement cost is $309,774.50 for six drones.  Without these drones, WVDOT is in 
jeopardy of losing Federal funding and we will also not be able to conduct our annual 
aggregate stockpile inventory in April. The Annual physical inventory is required as part 
of our Financial Auditing requirements. 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions concerning this emergency request. 
 
Thank you 
 
 
Kristy James 
WV DOT   
Procurement Officer 
304/414-7104 
 
Procurement Requests should be directed to: DOTProcurement@wv.gov  Inventory 
related questions should be directed to DOTInventory@wv.gov  
 








