IN THE SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS OF WEST VlR@I\Z\II ]'

n ve: ELIZABETH A., RICHARD O. and KIMBERLY O. E Jw«wfi '
wi‘ﬂ*a‘%
No. 32166 | }

i RPORY L. PERRY 11, CLERK
SUPREME COURT OF APPEALS
RESPONSE ON BEHALF OF THE WEST VIRGINIA ~ OF WEST VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN BE'-‘“C?CES

COIVIES now the West Vargmla Department of Health and Human Resources,

Office of Social Services (the ”Department") bv and through counsel, John C.
Krivonyak, Assistant Attorney General, and submits this re_sponse in the above-styled
matter.

fhe Department has thoroughly reviewed_the brief filed by the. Guardian Ad
Litem on behatf of the Appellants, Elizabeth A., Richard O. and Kimberly O., and joins
in the arguments advanced by.the Guardian Ad Litem on the issues of the Circuit
Court’s dismissal of the abuse and neglect petition, refusal td grant the guardian ad
litem’s motion for forensic child maltreatment e\raluatlon of the clients, refusal to
allow the child victim to testify and the Court's failure to act in a ti‘mely manner.

in addltam the Department wishes 10 provide additional mformation about the
children’s current custody status. The children have all been in the same foster care
placement since their removal from their parents’ resudence AII three children are
doing very well and the foster parents have indicated a wﬂhngness to adopt these

children once the appeal process has been completed.



CONCLUSION

WHEREEORE, the Department respectfully requests that this Court set aside the

Circuit Court’s findings and rul'ings and remand this case back to the Circuit Court for

further disposition
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