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CHAPTER 9: 
CLEANING UP OPEN DUMPS 
 
SWAs are responsible for implementing a program that identifies and prioritizes open 
dumps. SWAs, as part of their overall comprehensive planning, coordinate local, state, 
federal and volunteer efforts in this activity. SWAs have a number of program and tools 
they can use to accomplish their goals.  
 
Identification and prioritization of open dumps: A SWA can create an open dump 
standing committee as part of its bylaws. This committee could consist of SWA 
members, government officials and private citizens. The function of the committee might 
include identifying, prioritizing and coordinating all open dump cleanup projects. The 
SWA or the open dump standing committee should prioritize dumps for cleanup each 
year.  
 
OPEN DUMP CLEANUP MECHANISMS 
  
Authority resources: SWAs can spend their own monies for the completion of open 
dump cleanups. Projects sponsored by SWAs should follow some basic guidelines. 
These include:  
 
1. The most hazardous open dumps should be cleaned up first.  
2. In most cases, cleanup projects should be competitively bid.  
3. The cleanup must include the reclamation and stabilization of the site.  
4. To the extent possible, materials from the cleanups should be recycled rather than 

landfilled.  
5. The SWA should work with public and private landfill operators on a program to 

waive disposal fees from cleanup projects.  
  
The DEP’s Pollution Prevention and Open Dump (PPOD) Program was established to 
reclaim, assist and encourage the cleanup of open dumps in West Virginia. SWAs 
should work closely with program officials in setting dump cleanup priorities and 
maximizing cleanup costs.  
 
Solid Waste Management Board Grants: SWAs may apply for financial assistance to 
clean up open dumps through the grant program administered by the SWMB. The SWA 
would have to comply with all grant requirements. Generally, applications for open dump 
cleanup are given less priority than source reduction and recycling proposals because 
PPOD provides for funding of these projects.  
 
REAP (Rehabilitation Environmental Action Plan) Litter Control Grants: This 
program, administered by DEP, awards grants to SWAs, communities and private 
entities to assist with litter prevention programs.  
  
Other means: There are a number of other mechanisms SWAs can utilize in cleaning 
up open dumps. Private corporations and individuals can be enlisted to clean up dumps. 
Pursuant to W. Va. Code §22C-4-22, incarcerated prisoners may be used for such 
purposes. It is highly recommended that SWAs work through their local judicial system in 
devising a program to use inmates or individuals sentenced to perform community 
service. 
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OPEN DUMP CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS 
 
In contracting with private firms to perform open dump cleanups, a number of 
procedures may be helpful to SWAs. These include:  
 
1. The SWA should draw up bid specifications for the cleanup of the dump site. Bid 

specs should include the location, size and estimated amount of waste to be 
removed, reclamation and re-vegetation requirements, duration of the contract and 
payment schedule.  

2. The SWA should have a pre-bid meeting on the open dump site. The meeting should 
be advertised in a legal notice. A pre-bid meeting on-site is extremely important 
because the cleanup may be spread over a large area and potential bidders need to 
be aware of the exact area to be cleaned up.  

3. The SWA needs to verify if material taken from the open dump can be deposited at 
an approved solid waste facility for free or if the SWA or successful contractor will 
have to pay a tipping fee.  

4. The contractor should be required to present the SWA with receipts or disposal slips 
for all material landfilled.  

 
DISPOSAL OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES, TIRES AND APPLIANCES 
 
Abandoned vehicles, tires, and appliances are major solid waste problems. SWAs can 
seek some relief for these problems by working with law enforcement officials and the 
Division of Highways in enforcing the provisions of W. Va. Code §17-24A concerning 
abandoned vehicles. This section clearly states:  
 
“No person shall, within this State, abandon a motor vehicle upon the right-of-way of any 
public highway, upon any other public property, or upon any private property which he 
does not own, lease, rent or otherwise control unless it be as a licensed salvage yard or 
at the business establishment of a demolisher.”  
 
Similar provisions exist for old vehicle tires and household appliances.  
 
During the 2005 legislative session, W. Va. Code §22-15A-9 established that the 
Commissioner of the Division of Highways shall work with and may use moneys in the A. 
James Manchin Fund to contract with the Secretary of the DEP to accomplish the 
remediation of waste tire piles. The Fund consists of the proceeds from the sale of waste 
tires, fees collected by the Division of Motor Vehicles and any other funding source 
available for waste tire remediation. Any balance remaining in the Fund at the end of the 
fiscal year is transferred to the State Road Fund.  
 
In addition, W. Va. Code §22-15A-10 gave the Secretary the authority to establish a tire 
disposal program within the DEP to provide for a cost effective and efficient method to 
accept passenger car and light truck waste tires at locations designated by the DEP. The 
Secretary may pay a fee for each tire and may also establish a limit on the number of 
tires an individual or business may be paid for during any calendar month. 
 
Waste tires can legally be disposed of in waste tire monofills. Waste tire monofills are 
approved solid waste facilities in which waste tires are not mixed with any other waste 
for the purpose of eventual retrieval for marketing. Currently, there are three waste tire 
monofills in West Virginia.  
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DEP-REAP LITTER CONTROL HOTLINE: The DEP-REAP program has established a 
litter control hotline as part of its overall litter control program. You can report litter, open 
dumps and tire pile problems at 800-322-5530. You can find a map of PPOD Districts in 
Attachment 9-A of this document.  
 
 
 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON OPEN DUMPS 
 
Q. What is an open dump? 
  
A. An open dump means any solid waste disposal which does not have a permit or does 
not comply with state law.  
  
Q. Are private landowners liable for unauthorized dumps on their land? 
  
A. Owners of land on which unauthorized dumps have been or are being made are liable 
for such unauthorized dumping. Landowners are required to cooperate with the DEP in 
the cleanup of unauthorized dumping.  
 
Q. Are private dumps allowed for use by landowners for disposal of their own 
household solid waste?  
  
A. Private dumps are illegal. Every household and business must have proof that their 
solid waste is being properly disposed.  


