
SOLE SOURCE DETERMINATION 
 

The Purchasing Division has been requested to approve a sole source 
purchase for the commodity or service described below.  Pursuant to 
West Virginia Code 5A-3-10c, the Purchasing Division is attempting 
to determine whether the commodity or service is a sole source 
procurement.  If you believe your company meets the required 
experience and qualification criteria stated below, please e-mail the 
Purchasing Division Buyer at connie.s.oswald@wv.gov 
 with a copy to w.michael.sheets@wv.gov to express your interest in 
the project.  Please forward any and all information that will support 
your company’s compliance with required qualification and eligibility 
criteria along with any other pertinent information relative to this 
project to the Purchasing Division no later than 1:30 PM on 
August 6, 2013. 
 
Requisition Number: EDD384429 Department/Agency: WVDE Office of 

School Readiness 
 
Detailed Description of Project: 
 
The West Virginia Department of Education’s development of a School 
Readiness Information System incorporates the utilization of a formative, 
performance-based child assessment process for all children attending 
kindergarten in WV.  Based on the successes of the WV Pre-K Child 
Assessment System, any formative assessment piece for kindergarten must 
include individualized observational and anecdotal methods which are 
collected over time for the purposes of ongoing data reporting.  A 
foundational piece of this project includes utilization of an assessment 
process that looks at children’s development over time and can be used to 
inform instruction and planning in the classroom.   
 
Proposed Sole Source Vendor: The National Institute for Early Education 
Research (NIEER) or equal @ Rutgers University.  
 
Specific Eligibility Criteria: 
 
The instrument utilized must:  

 offer a formative, performance-based assessment for children in 
kindergarten which is grounded in the developmental progress of 
individual children over time; 

 have a direct alignment to the formative assessment utilized as part of 
the WV Pre-K Child Assessment System; 

 have the capability to allow the development of a data entry and 
reporting mechanism on the state’s online information system 
(WVEIS) 



 Mimic the WV Pre-K Child Assessment System’s Online reporting 
platform process established by the state’s online information system 
(WVEIS); 

 Be aligned to the state’s content standards and objectives; 
 Provide a formative, observation and performance-based assessment 

process which is grounded in research, utilizes a continuum, and 
provides evidence for teachers to inform instruction and personalize 
learning; and 

 Provide data which is reliable as part of the instrument’s teacher 
reliability process. 

 
 
 
Specific Qualification Criteria:  
 
 

 NIEER’s (or equal) Kindergarten Early Learning Scale is a formative, 
performance-based assessment for kindergarten children which is 
grounded in the developmental progress of individual children over 
time; 

 NIEER’s (or equal) Kindergarten Early Learning Scale is directly aligned 
with the Pre-K Early Learning Scale which is currently utilized as a 
primary component of the WV Pre-K Child Assessment System.   

 A licensing agreement between NIEER (or equal) and the WVDE will 
allow data entry and reporting from NIEER’s (or equal)  Kindergarten 
Early Learning Scale to be housed on the state’s online information 
system (WVEIS).  

 
 






















