
SOLE SOURCE DETERMINATION 
 

The Purchasing Division has been requested to approve a sole source purchase for the 
commodity or service described below.  Pursuant to West Virginia Code 5A-3-10c, the 
Purchasing Division is attempting to determine whether the commodity or service is a sole 
source procurement.   
 
If you believe your company meets the required experience and qualification criteria 
stated below, please e-mail the Purchasing Division Buyer at Dean.C.Wingerd@wv.gov 
with a copy to w.michael.sheets@wv.gov to express your interest in the project.  Please 
forward any and all information that will support your company’s compliance with required 
qualification and eligibility criteria along with any other pertinent information relative to 
this project to the Purchasing Division no later than 1:30 PM on  March 17, 2014.  
 
Requisition Number:AGR1418        Department/Agency: WVDA 
 
 
Detailed Description of Project: 
 

The West Virginia Department of Agriculture is seeking an enhancement to our 
current USAPLANTS software that would provide end users the capability to register 
products and applicator renewals via an online registration portal. The functionality of this 
online web portal would interface with the Treasurers ePay web service and provide a 
central point of collaboration between the end user and internal staff. This online web 
portal addition will also provide search capabilities for the general public to utilize when 
searching for a particular applicators qualifications or information regarding products that 
are registered in the State of West Virginia. Currently, the Pesticide division utilizes Kelly 
Registration for its online renewals. We have an interface that exports the data to Kelly so 
the applicators and companies can renew their applicators and products. Once they 
renew, then the information is sent back to the USAPLANTS system for processing their 
renewals. Our goal is to eliminate Kelly and the fee that they charge and provide one 
central point of contact for all users.  This module will need to use the current USAPLANTS 
source code base and deployed as a seamless entity to USAPLANTS. 
 
 
 
Proposed Sole Source Vendor: 
 

Computer Aid Incorporated 
470 Friendship Road 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 

 
 
 
Basis for Sole Source Consideration: 
 
 The basis for the sole source consideration comes from the fact that Computer Aid 
Incorporated is the sole owner and distributor of the source code for USAPLANTS. As part 



of the Agra Gard Consortium, the basic shell of the web portal has already been built for 
other states and we are just paying for the modifications to meet the Department of 
Agriculture’s daily activities. Therefore, the price point is lower than building a completely 
separate registration system because we share all functionality and enhancements with 11 
other states. CAI is the only company with the knowledge of the USAPLANTS product and 
is the original inventors of the product.  
 






























