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Our Governmental Experience

One of the leading firms in West Virginia serving governmental and municipal entities
with approximately $6.3 million in gross fees annually. 
Spend approximately 50,500 hours annually providing audit, accounting, and
advisory services to our governmental and municipal clients, and other related entities
that expend government funding or fall under Government Auditing Standards. 
More than 25 years of experience with the GFOA Certificate of Excellence in Financial
Reporting program, and all of our clients who have chosen to participate receive the
certificate. In many cases, we have assisted localities in obtaining their first Certificate
of Excellence.
The Commission is a governmental entity and reports under those standards prepared
by Governmental Auditing Standards (GASB), while its structure and operations are
significantly different than that of most governments. 

Our Engagement Staff Consistency and Growth

In order to maintain staff consistency, each Brown Edwards partner, director, and
senior manager is responsible for significantly fewer staff and engagement hours than
partners in national or regional firms. The resulting increased involvement by high
level professionals minimizes the effects of inevitable staff attrition on our clients. 

Our Annual Government Conference

Each year we conduct a conference specifically geared to governmental entities. In
recent years, topics such as GASB updates, internal controls, budgeting, and capital
markets have been presented. We are committed to providing this value added benefit
to our clients. We offer our conference as a hybrid, with both in-person and  virtual
options.
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Technology, Continued

All data on Brown Edwards computers, including our workpapers in our computerized audit
documentation management system, is encrypted using advanced algorithm technology. The
data encryption ensures that in the unlikely event that one of our computers were to be lost or
stolen, your data and our workpapers would be unreadable to anyone other than Brown
Edwards personnel.

We use the following software solutions to perform the aforementioned tasks:

ProSystem fx Engagement - A workpaper preparation program that produces
financial statements, trial balances, journal entries, fluctuation and ratio analysis.

Checkpoint - Online access to an expansive library of tax, accounting, auditing,
and corporate finance content, including primary source materials and expert
analysis.

We use TeamMate Analytics and IDEA for many of our engagements. TeamMate
and IDEA make it possible to perform a 100% test of a transaction class for some
attributes in less time than it would take to design a statistical sample for a
traditional test. TeamMate and IDEA allow us to extract and analyze very large
databases providing also for more targeted testing. In many cases, TeamMate and
IDEA allow us to not only perform tests more efficiently, but also to apply tests that
might not be possible through traditional means. 

Engagement Organizer within CCH ProSystem fx Engagement- A secure cloud-
based collaboration, file-sharing and workflow solution that supports all the
document-centric needs of businesses. Auditors and clients can safely share large
files, e-sign and get secure remote access to servers and PCs from any device, any
time.

Information and Cybersecurity Consulting

Brown Edwards also offers specialized Information and cybersecurity consulting ranging from
Security assessments and consulting to penetration and vulnerability testing to help identify
threats to system security. We have the expertise and experience to help our clients design and
implement solid, secure programs for both IT compliance and security. Fees associated with
these services would be based on the degree of responsibility involved and the skill required. 

Emerging Technology and Its Effect on the Audit Process

As a Top 100 accounting firm, Brown Edwards is currently participating in discussions with the
AICPA and other Top 100 accounting firms regarding the use of artificial intelligence (AI) in the
audit process. What this means for the Commission is that you can be assured that Brown
Edwards continually strives to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of our audit process in
order to better serve our audit clients.

Other Professional Service Offerings
We know our clients operate in a complex financial and compliance-focused environment. At
times, clients face challenges that only our expertise can assist with. These circumstances have
strengthened our relationship with clients through services that are beyond the basic
engagement. Brown Edwards can provide a number of professional services, visit us at
becpas.com to learn more.
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Commitment to Provide Continuity of Staff

Our staffing and scheduling policies have historically been very successful in maximizing audit
team continuity from year to year. Effective staff recruiting and retention is a top priority for
our firm, because we realize that our most valuable investment is our people. We recruit only
those who have achieved a high academic standing and have demonstrated commitment,
ambition, and leadership skills, and offer them a proactive approach to staff development that
includes a mentoring program, comprehensive training at every level, and performance
evaluations after every significant engagement.

We view continuity of engagement teams to be in the best interest of the Firm and our clients.
Staff repetition enhances audit effectiveness and efficiency, and is our guiding principle in
scheduling. When personnel changes are unavoidable, the depth of our pool of experienced
professionals gives us the ability to select a replacement with similar qualifications and levels of
experience for your audit team. We understand that the Commission reserves the right to
request staff changes throughout the term of the contract.

Overall Charleston Office Experience
The Charleston office of Brown Edwards, including the merged in firm of Gibbons and Kawash
in 2018, has a long tradition of providing the highest quality professional services to
governmental clients. The Brown Edwards’ Charleston office includes recent public sector
experience with the following entities:

City of Charleston, West Virginia 
Central West Virginia Regional Airport Authority
Charleston Area Alliance
Kanawha County Commission
Kanawha County Sheriff’s Department 
Kanawha Valley Regional Transportation Authority
Kanawha County Regional Development Authority
Region III Planning and Development Council
Region VII Planning and Development Council 
School Building Authority of West Virginia 
Tobacco Settlement Finance Authority of West Virginia
West Virginia Affordable Housing Trust Fund
West Virginia Alcohol Beverage Control Administration
West Virginia Bar Foundation
West Virginia Board of Treasury Investments
West Virginia Consolidated Public Retirement Board
West Virginia Department of Transportation

Division of Motor Vehicles
Division of Public Transit
Aeronautics Commission
Public Port Authority

West Virginia Racing Commission

West Virginia Division of Highways 
West Virginia Drinking Water Treatment
Revolving Loan Fund 
West Virginia Economic Development Authority
West Virginia Housing Development Fund 
West Virginia Infrastructure and Jobs
Development Council
West Virginia Jobs Investment Trust
West Virginia Lottery Commission
West Virginia Municipal Pension Oversight Board
West Virginia Parkways Authority
West Virginia Prepaid College Tuition and Savings
Plan
West Virginia Public Service Commission
West Virginia Regional Jail and Correctional
Facility Authority
West Virginia Solid Waste Management Board
West Virginia State Bar
West Virginia State Rail Authority 
West Virginia Water Development Authority
West Virginia Water Pollution Control Revolving
Loan Fund
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Recent Engagements with the State of West Virginia

Client Information Contact Information Scope of Work

Blair Taylor
304-356-2419

West Virginia Municipal Pension
Oversight Board

GAS

Years Served

2019-2022

Paul Barnette
304-558-0500

West Virginia Lottery
Commission

GAS 2017-2022

Stephanie Bailes
304-558-4083

Tobacco Settlement Finance
Authority of WV

GAS 2017-2022

Marie Prezioso
304-414-6500

West Virginia Infrastructure and
Jobs Development Council

GAS 2017-2022

Marie Prezioso
304-414-6500

West Virginia Water
Development Authority

GAS 2017-2022

Marie Prezioso
304-414-6500

West Virginia Drinking Water
Treatment Revolving Loan Fund

GAS/UG 2017-2022

Andy Zulauf
304-345-6200

West Virginia Jobs Investment
Trust

GAS 2017-2022

Jackie Browning
304-558-3650

West Virginia Economic
Development Authority and
affiliated entities

GAS 2017-2020

Katheryn Emery-Fultineer
304-926-0499

West Virginia Water Pollution
Control Fund

GAS/UG 2017-2022

Julia Jones
304-356-5500

West Virginia Alcohol Beverage
Control Administration

GAS 2017-2022

Scott Norman
304-414-1120

West Virginia Solid Waste
Management Board

GAS/AUP 2017-2022

Greg Curry
304-340-2702

West Virginia Prepaid College
Tuition and Savings Plan

GAS 2017-2022

Kara Hughes
304-340-1564

West Virginia Board of Treasury
Investments

GAS/AUP 2017-2021

Chad Leport
304-391-8644

West Virginia Housing
Development Fund

GAS/UG 2017-2022
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Relevant Governmental Experience

The Commission is a complex governmental entity with extensive financial reporting and
disclosure requirements. Our personnel selected for the Commission engagement team are
experienced with the specialized financial reporting and compliance requirements applicable to
the operations of the Commission as a government entity. Engagements identified in the
section titled RECENT ENGAGEMENTS WITH THE STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA are engagements
most similar to the engagement described in your request for quotation. Their annual audits
are performed under Government Auditing Standards and/or performed in accordance with
Uniform Guidance standards. Most of the audits include required reporting of supplemental
information to the West Virginia Financial Accounting and Reporting Section (FARS). 

Understanding of the Services to be Provided
Following the completion of the audit of the financial statements, Brown Edwards will issue a
report on the fair presentation of the financial statements in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles. As discussed in the RFP, it is the intention of the Commission to
issue a bound set of financial statements. We understand that the Commission expects Brown
Edwards to provide technical assistance in the design of the financial statement package.

Irregularities and Illegal Acts. We understand that we will be required to make an immediate
written report of all irregularities and illegal acts of which they become aware, to the Acting
State Comptroller and Financial Accounting and Reporting Section of the Department of
Administration under the authority of Section 5A-2-33 of the State Code.

Brown Edwards will provide the Commission both a detailed audit plan and a list of all
schedules to be prepared by the Commission by July 31, 2023.

The Final Report for Fiscal Year 2023 is due on October 15, 2023. The final report, an electronic
copy and five (5) signed copies will be delivered to the Executive Director. 
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Audit Approach Overview

We recognize that every organization we serve is unique. Effective and thorough planning is the
key to ensuring that our approach is tailored to meet your specific needs and is the
cornerstone of successful engagement management. Our audit approach is designed to assess
risk in relation to specified audit objectives to ensure an effective and timely audit. We evaluate
the internal controls that you have established to safeguard assets and to provide for the
preparation of accurate financial information. After documenting our understanding of the
controls in the accounting system, we perform walkthroughs and design tests of internal
controls over financial reporting, as necessary. We then design substantive testing procedures
and plan our response to other favorable and unfavorable factors we identify during our risk
assessment. 

The risk and control assessments and substantive procedures provide evidence to support our
audit opinion and provide us with a basis for making internal control and operational
recommendations. Materiality is evaluated based on factors deemed important to the users of
the Commission’s financial statements, including assessments of selected qualitative measures.
Our goal here is to get beyond the numbers, to develop a clear understanding of your
organization, your goals and objectives, and the environment in which you operate. 

Our approach emphasizes up-front planning. During the planning phase, we will gain an
understanding of the Commission and its internal controls, to the extent necessary to plan our
audit. This will involve one-on-one interviews with various personnel. We then perform
“walkthroughs” of key internal controls and conduct interviews with personnel to corroborate
our understanding. Our approach places significant emphasis on identifying and determining
that key controls of each entity have been implemented. This allows us to appropriately design
our substantive audit procedures in well-controlled environments.

In addition, we will seek to identify areas that might be of higher risk.  We perform analytical
procedures of trends and relationships reported in the balances of financial statements at the
account and grouping levels. During this time, we will also inquire of the Commission personnel
as to whether there are changes to their operations requiring us to address compliance with
new laws and regulations as we plan our audit. We also review internal documents, such as by-
laws, minutes, written policies and procedures, contracts, and agreements. 

Utilizing this information, we assess the risks associated with your audit, including fraud, and
adapt our audit strategy accordingly.  A thoughtful, rigorous risk assessment process forces us
to focus our efforts and to be as efficient and effective as possible.  We also perform an
engagement team “brainstorming” session to identify ways in which the financial statements
could be misstated, especially as related to misappropriation or intentional misstatement. Our
partners and directors are highly involved in this exercise. 

Once we have made these critical decisions, we tailor our specific audit procedures and
approach accordingly. We also factor the potential impact of newly issued technical
pronouncements into the overall plan. To assist with controlling audit costs, we work with our
clients to fully utilize their internal resources by developing comprehensive client assistance
packages. 

The comprehensive planning process is the cornerstone of adapting our audit approach to the
needs identified by risk assessment for the Commission. The audit approach we take is both
innovative and prudent in responding to the risk assessment; and its impact on the opinion
provided on the financial statements of the Commission. These items help to determine the
quality and quantity of audit evidence required to limit that risk to an acceptable level. 
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Appendix B - Peer Review Report




















