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COMPANY PROFILE 
Aurora Research Associates, LLC (ARA) has prepared this proposal for the Historic Resource Survey of Seven 
West Virginia Army National Guard Facilities and will provide project management and architectural/history 
survey services. ARA is a small woman-owned business with extensive experience in architectural survey, the 
National Register of Historic Places, and consulting for local, state and federal agencies. ARA was established 
in 2011 by Courtney Fint Zimmerman and is a certified EDGE firm with the State of Ohio and a 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) with the Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Virginia Departments of 
Transportation. ARA provides architectural survey and environmental review services as a consultant for the 
Ohio and West Virginia Departments of Transportation, West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office, 
local preservation groups and other clients. ARA has worked on a number of architectural history and survey 
projects, including the survey of 750 resources in Pleasants, Mason, Jackson, Wayne and Lincoln counties in 
West Virginia, 2000 coal-related historic resources in McDowell County, West Virginia, 216 resources in 
Sabraton, Monongalia County and 367 resources in a survey update for the East End National Register 
Historic District in Charleston. 

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE 
Courtney Fint Zimmerman, P.E., will serve as the principal historian for the project, and will be responsible for 
project management, field survey, historic research, Historic Property Inventory form preparation and review, 
and survey report preparation. Ms. Zimmerman has a B.S. in Civil Engineering from West Virginia University 
and an M.S. in Historic Preservation from Columbia University, and is a registered P.E. in West Virginia and 
Ohio. Ms. Zimmerman has 15 years of experience in the historic preservation field and is a qualified 
architectural historian under the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Professional Qualifications. Prior to 
founding ARA, she was employed as an architectural historian with the West Virginia Division of Highways 
Environmental Section. She has considerable experience in conducting research in West Virginia on properties 
ranging from truss bridges to coal camps to commercial historic districts. Ms. Zimmerman has successfully 
completed eight National Register of Historic Places nominations in West Virginia covering over 300 
contributing resources. She has also documented thousands of structures throughout the state for the West 
Virginia State Historic Preservation Office Architectural Inventory. Ms. Zimmerman is well-versed in a variety 
of research resources and strategies, including deed research, historic mapping, historic photographs, local 
and state archives, census records and other repositories.  

Ms. Zimmerman will be assisted by Sarah Elswick, architectural historian. Ms. Elswick currently works for the 
National Coal Heritage Area as well as on a project basis for ARA. She has experience researching southern 
West Virginia’s history, conducting historic surveys, and writing historical summaries about historic structures, 
towns, and counties. She received her undergraduate degree in American Studies from Randolph-Macon 
Woman’s College, a graduate degree in American Studies from The University of Alabama and a Certificate 
in Historic Preservation from Bucks County Community College. Ms. Elswick assisted ARA with the Coal 
Heritage Survey Update and East End Historic District Survey Update and has completed over 500 West 
Virginia Historic Property Inventory Forms.  

Résumés of Key Personnel are located in Appendix A. 
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PROJECT APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY 
The West Virginia Purchasing Division on behalf of the West Virginia Army National Guard (WVARNG) is seeking 
bids to perform an historic resource survey of seven WVARNG facilities located in Clarksburg, Point Pleasant, 
Buckhannon and Kingwood. Based on the data available on the WVSHPO Interactive GIS Survey Map, limited 
previous survey has occurred in or around the project sites. The Buckhannon Armory (UP-0412) was previously 
surveyed in 2008 and was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. The Historic Property 
Inventory for this property provides some relevant background information regarding the other buildings on the 
site. In planning the field survey, ARA will coordinate with WVARNG staff to gather relevant background 
information on each site and to schedule field survey and access.  
 
This project is an intensive-level survey, intended to provide historic context and National Register eligibility 
evaluation for each property. ARA will conduct the survey using the standards outlined in the most current West 
Virginia National Register and Architecture/History Survey Manual, published by the WVSHPO.  
 
The project has been organized into five work tasks as follows: 
• Task 1: Project Management 
• Task 2: Field Survey 
• Task 3: Historic Property Inventory Forms 
• Task 4: Mapping 
• Task 5: Survey Report 
 
These tasks and associated work are further discussed below. 
 

1. Project Management. Aurora Research Associates (ARA) will coordinate project activities with the 
WVARNG. Management activities include progress updates, communications, scheduling and budget 
tracking. ARA will assist in coordination efforts between the WVSHPO, other agencies and local 
governments as necessary. ARA will also conduct training for field surveyors regarding survey 
methodology for this project, and perform quality control and review of all deliverables, HPI forms and 
survey documents. This task includes one file search and kick-off meeting with the WVARNG in Charleston, 
West Virginia or other location as preferred by the client. 

2. Field Survey. ARA will conduct an historic resource survey of seven properties in Clarksburg, Buckhannon, 
Point Pleasant and Kingwood as specified in the CEOI solicitation document. The field survey is expected to 
take 2 days. Survey dates and access will be coordinated with the WVARNG. The survey team will consist 
of two (2) surveyors working together in the field. Qualified surveyors will be managed and their work 
reviewed by Ms. Zimmerman, project manager. Surveyors will utilize mobile tablet devices with custom-
designed database applications to record properties in the field. The database will be provided to the 
WVARNG and WVSHPO upon completion of the project. Architectural information including materials, 
significant features, alterations and additions will be collected for each resource and any associated 
outbuildings. A variety of photographs will be taken for each resource, including a three-quarter view 
showing the main elevation. Streetscape and vicinity photographs will be taken as appropriate. 
Photographs will be provided electronically on CD-R media with file names corresponding to the WVSHPO 
survey number. 
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3. Historic Property Inventory Forms. ARA will complete research and write historic contexts for each site to 
provide sufficient context for National Register eligibility evaluation, using available primary and 
secondary source information, including published and online histories, oral interviews, historic maps and 
historic photographs. The project team will complete at least seven (7) standard West Virginia HPI forms at 
an intensive survey level for each surveyed resource in the project area, using the most recent draft of the 
“West Virginia National Register and Architecture/History Survey Manual” issued by the WVSHPO. 
Additional HPI forms may be completed for associated buildings on each site. Each form will be completed 
as fully as possible, including materials, UTM NAD83 coordinates, photograph, map, setting, narrative 
description, alterations, additions, outbuildings and statement of significance. any significant facts about 
the property, integrity evaluation and National Register eligibility recommendation. HPIs will be provided 
in hard copy and electronically as individual PDF files using the assigned WVSHPO survey number as 
filename. Drafts will be submitted for review in electronic form prior to finalization. 

4. Mapping. ARA will provide United States Geological Survey (USGS) topographical mapping for the 
project using Geographic Information Systems (GIS). Maps will include the location of each surveyed 
property, survey number, name of county and quadrangle name. Maps will be provided as part of the HPI 
forms, survey reports, electronically and as GIS shapefiles. 

5. Survey Report.  ARA will prepare a survey report/documentation package for each property, including 
summary of the properties surveyed, historic context, survey methodology, description of property type, 
eligibility recommendations and other general findings. The survey reports will be provided in hard copy 
and electronic format to the WVARNG, WVSHPO and any additional organizations as requested.   

 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT, QUALITY AND COST CONTROL 
ARA has extensive experience conducting historic resource surveys in West Virginia with scopes ranging from 
a handful to thousands of structures. We have a longstanding working relationship with the WVSHPO and are 
aware of the agency’s standards and requirements for historic resource surveys and National Register 
evaluations, as well as invoicing and reporting requirements. This allows us to conduct projects with the 
confidence that our deliverables and recommendations will proceed through the review process with minimal 
delays. We also employ the use of mobile technology, developed in-house and customized for each project, 
to streamline our field survey, in-office inventory form completion and GIS mapping, saving time and allowing 
us to keep survey data organized. As a small business, we offer personal attention to every aspect of our 
projects with flexibility, responsiveness, and minimal overhead. 

RELEVANT PROJECT SUMMARIES AND REFERENCES 

West Virginia School for the Colored Deaf and Blind National Register Nomination (2019) 

ARA provided Section 106 survey and consultation as a subconsultant for Terradon, Inc., for WVSU’s 
renovation of the F. Ray Power office buildings, a 1970s-era structure that formerly served the West Virginia 
Rehabilitation Institute. The former West Virginia School for the Colored Deaf and Blind, constructed in 1926, 
is located adjacent to the F. Ray Power Building, as well as structures associated with the school and its later 
use as the Rehabilitation Institute. ARA surveyed and evaluated these structures and found the original 1926 
Neoclassical school building eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. ARA later completed the 
National Register nomination pro bono as a project for intern Sarah Elswick. The property is significant under 
Criterion A for educational and ethnic history and listing was approved by the WV State Archives and History 
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Commission in September 2019. Contact: Dr. Jose Toledo, West Virginia State University, 
toledoju@wvstateu.edu, (304) 766-4245 

East End National Register Historic District Survey Update, Kanawha County, West Virginia 
(2018-19) 

ARA was selected by the Charleston Historic Landmarks Commission to conduct a survey update for the East 
End Historic District, which was originally surveyed in 1975 and listed in 1978. The survey was intended to 
document important features and integrity of contributing resources to the historic district in order to facilitate 
the creation of design review guidelines. The survey included completely updated HPI forms for over 350 
properties primarily consisting of early 20th-century single family dwellings. ARA’s surveyed wrote detailed 
narrative descriptions for each resource and provided National Register significance and integrity evaluations 
consistent with current standards. The survey was completed on schedule and resulted in a finding of nearly 
every original contributing resource retaining integrity. Contact: Lori Brannon, City of Charleston, 
lori.brannon@cityofcharleston.org, (304)348-8105 

District 1 Headquarters Charleston Warehouse District Survey Update, Kanawha County, West 
Virginia (2016-2017) 

As part of the mitigation for the redevelopment of West Virginia Division of Highways District 1 
Headquarters, ARA conducted a survey update for the Charleston Warehouse District along Smith Street, 
Piedmont Road, and adjacent streets in downtown Charleston. ARA authored new HPIs for 110 commercial, 
industrial and residential properties within the survey area, and prepared a final survey report including 
historic context and eligibility recommendations. Seven properties were recommended as potential individual 
National Register listings, and 32 were recommended eligible as part of a Warehouse and Industrial Multiple 
Property Listing. Appendix B contains samples of work performed by ARA for this project, including the survey 
report, mapping, resource index excerpt, photographs and ten HPI forms representing a cross-section of 
property types within the survey. Contact: Ms. Sondra Mullins, West Virginia Division of Highways 
Environmental Section, Sondra.l.mullins@wv.gov, (304) 558-9487 

See Appendix B for additional Project Summaries.  
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Courtney Fint Zimmerman, P.E. 
Architectural Historian 

Principal/Owner 
 

1436 Graham Road, Silver Lake, OH 44224  www.aurora-llc.com 
(304)685-7410 

BIOGRAPHY 
Ms. Zimmerman is an architectural historian and licensed professional engineer with 
17 years of experience. Since founding Aurora Research Associates, LLC in 2011, Ms. 
Zimmerman  has  provided  historic  preservation  consulting,  National  Register  of 
Historic Places  research, Section 106/4(f)  review, architectural history  field  survey, 
and environmental services for clients including state and local government, A/E firms 
and preservation organizations. Ms. Zimmerman has multidisciplinary experience  in 

cultural and natural resources and structural/civil engineering.  She has overseen the survey and National 
Register  evaluation of  thousands of historic  resources  and  is  skilled  at working with  a diverse  array of 
stakeholders including government agencies, clients, the public, property owners and consultant teams.  

EDUCATION 

 M.S. Historic Preservation, Columbia University, New York, NY, 2003. Thesis: Jackson’s Mill State 4‐H 
Camp: The Summer Camp as a Cultural Heritage Site. Recipient of the Voorsanger Writing Prize, 2003. 

 B.S. Civil Engineering, Magna Cum Laude, West Virginia University, Morgantown, WV, 2001.   

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 

 Licensed Professional Engineer in Ohio and West Virginia 

 Meets Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Professional Qualification as an Architectural Historian 

 ODOT Prequalified in Historic/Architectural Surveys, Section 4(f) & 6(f) and Categorical Exclusions 

 EDGE and DBE certified woman‐owned small business 

EXPERIENCE AND SKILLS 

 Section 106 Review /Section 4(f) Analysis 

 Architectural Resource Surveys 

 Public Involvement 

 SHPO Coordination  

 NEPA CE and EA documents   

 Geographic Information System

PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS 

Owner/Architectural Historian, Aurora Research Associates, LLC 

 City of Cleveland Storefront Renovation Program, Cleveland, OH, 2020‐21. Client: City of Cleveland. 
Assisted CDBG‐funded storefront renovation program, including seeking out potential building owner 
applicants, assisting with applications, drafting agreements, providing renovation project resources and 
preparing grant rebate documentation. 

 Western PA Community Survey, Beaver County, PA, 2020. Client: ASC Group/PA SHPO. Surveyed 500+ 
properties  in commercial areas of 5 communities using ArcGIS Survey123 application and conducted 
historic research at the Heinz History Center and a number of local libraries and historical societies.  

 Gorge Dam Removal Section 106 Review, Akron, OH, 2018‐19. Client: Summit Metroparks. Surveyed 
Gorge Metro Park for historic resources and authored Determination of Effects report for the removal 
of 100‐year‐old dam, the last to be removed from the Cuyahoga River.  

 West Virginia Division of Highways Cultural Resources Consultant. Client: West Virginia Division of 
Highways.  One  of multiple  firms  selected  to  provide  cultural  resource  environmental  services  as 
needed, including Section 106 and 4‐f review, memoranda of agreement, public involvement, mitigation 
and NEPA clearance for highway and bridge projects throughout WV.  

 Sabraton Neighborhood Historic Resource Survey, Morgantown, WV, 2018‐2019. Client: Morgantown 
Historic  Landmarks  Commission.  Managed  survey  of  approximately  200  historic  resources  in 
partnership with WVU Historic Preservation course students. Provided training and review for students’ 
survey and surveyed 100 additional properties. 
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 Charleston East End Historic District Survey Update, Charleston, WV, 2018‐2019. Client: Charleston 
Historic  Landmarks  Commission.  Surveyed  approximately  400  resources  within  existing  National 
Register Historic District, including detailed narrative descriptions and evaluation of contributing status. 

 Reconnaissance Historic Resource Survey, Pleasants, Mason, Jackson, Lincoln and Wayne Counties, 
WV, 2016‐2017. Client: West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office. Led 3‐person team in survey of 
750  resources  across  five  counties.  Managed  all  aspects  of  project  including  scope,  field  survey 
methodology, schedule, and survey report. Developed iPad app for historic resource surveys. 

 Coal Heritage  Survey Update, McDowell County, WV, 2016‐2018. Client: West Virginia Division of 
Highways  (Transportation Enhancement Grant). Planned and managed survey of over 2,000 historic 
coal‐related resources previously surveyed in 1991. Hired and led team of 7 in the field. Coordinated 
completion and review of Historic Property Inventory (HPI) forms and survey report. 

 Robinson  Grand  Theater  Renovation  Section  106  Review,  Clarksburg, WV,  2014‐16.  Client: WYK 
Associates. Coordinator of Section 106 review for restoration of historic theater receiving USDA Rural 
Development funding, including historic research, report preparation, agency coordination and public 
involvement. 

 Thomas,  WV  Walking  Tour,  Tucker  Co.,  WV;  2011‐12.  Client:  Tucker  County  Historic  Landmark 
Commission. Partner: Digital Relativity (web design/programming and graphic design). Researched and 
prepared content for self‐guided walking tour brochure and website of 40+ resource historic district.  

 National Register of Historic Places Nominations. Authored  the  following:  Jackson’s Mill  State 4‐H 
Camp (Lewis Co., 2004); Camp Caesar (Webster Co., 2009); Capon Lake Whipple Truss (Hampshire Co., 
2011); Winfield Toll Bridge  (Putnam Co., 2011); Valley View  (Hampshire Co., 2012); Springfield Brick 
House (Hampshire Co., 2013); Brookside Historic District (Preston Co., 2013); Beverly Historic District 
Boundary Expansion (Randolph Co., 2014) 

 
Architectural Historian, West Virginia Division of Highways Environmental Section   2005‐2011   

 West Virginia  Statewide Historic Bridge  Survey, 2008‐2011. Partners: KCI Technologies, Mead  and 
Hunt, RPM Engineering. Served as project manager for statewide effort to survey 3000+ historic bridges. 
Led coordination of review and eligibility negotiations with WVSHPO and public  involvement efforts. 
Prepared independent estimates and managed consultants and budget.  

 U.S.  Route  35  Upgrade, Mason  County, WV,  2005‐2011.  Performed  NEPA  re‐evaluation  of  Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for multi‐million dollar upgrade of regional highway. Completed Late‐
Find 4(f) analysis of a previously undocumented historic  farm.  Led mitigation negotiation meetings 
between project stakeholders and coauthored mitigation plan to address adverse effects. 

 Small  Bridge  Replacement  Projects, West  Virginia  (statewide),  2005‐2011. Managed  Section  106 
Review, Section 4(f) and NEPA coordination for over 40 small bridge replacement projects. Reviewed all 
WV HPI forms and reports produced by the WVDOH. Completed field surveys and 300+ HPI forms for 
bridges and surrounding structures. Coordinated with a variety of agencies and stakeholders.  
 

Structural Engineer, Robert Silman Associates, Washington, DC       2003‐2005 

 Woodlawn Plantation, Alexandria VA. Assisted with condition assessment and repair 
recommendations for smokehouse building on the grounds of 1805 National Historic Landmark. 

 Arlington House, Arlington, VA. Assisted with condition assessment of foundation of historic 1803 
mansion on the grounds of Arlington National Cemetery. 

 DC Court of Appeals, Washington, DC. Assisted with structural exploration, load calculations, and 
structural design calculations for major restoration of 1820 National Historic Landmark, including 
complex construction of parking garage and floor levels beneath existing building. 



Sarah Elizabeth Elswick  
405 Mountain View Drive 

 Bluefield, VA 24605 
205.344.3885 

seelswick@gmail.com 
 

 
Qualifications 
 

 Seven years’ experience conducting historical research on-line and at local, regional, and state 
libraries and archives  

 Wrote historical summaries and selected photographs for 36 interpretive signs  
 Conducted comprehensive historic surveys and Section 106 Reviews in southern West Virginia  
 Authored National Register of Historic Places nominations for the West Virginia Schools for the 

Colored Deaf and Blind and West Virginia State University Faculty House Historic District    
 Mets the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Architectural Historians  

 
Employment and Internships  
 
Tourism Specialist: National Coal Heritage Area    August 2013 to present  
 

 Conducted historical research on-line and at local, regional, and state archives and libraries  
 Gathered primary and secondary source documents about the glass industry, Prince Amtrak 

Station, Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad, Norfolk & Western Railroad, Eccles Mine Disasters, 
Mercer County, Summers County, and McDowell County  

 Prepared a West Virginia Historic Property Inventory Form and National Registry of Historic 
Places Nomination for the Prince Amtrak Station  

 Wrote 36 historical summaries and selected photographs resulting in nine interpretive wayside 
signs in Summers County, fifteen signs in McDowell County, two signs in Raleigh County, eight 
signs in Mercer County, and two in Cabell County  

 Described and photographed sites for nine wayside signs resulting in an approved Section 106 
Review  

 Documented headstones at the Harlem Heights Cemetery in Oak Hill, West Virginia  
 Photographed homes and commercial buildings designed by Bluefield architect Alex Mahood 

using DSLR digital camera 
 Member of Preservation Alliance of West Virginia’s 2020 Statewide Historic Preservation 

Conference planning committee  
 Provided technical assistance to individuals interested in restoring a local cemetery 
 Designed and distributed a promotional brochure for the 2015 Youth Arts in the Park in Bramwell 
 Coordinated and promoted the 2015 Youth Arts in the Park Festival and the 2018 and 2019 Coal 

Mining Heritage Festival  
 Participated in restoring the Miners’ Memorial in Mount Hope 
 Wrote promotional articles and event announcements that were published in local newspapers 
 Promoted the National Coal Heritage Area’s mission of preserving, interpreting, and promoting 

the region’s rich coal history and culture on social media platforms 
 Managed the Bramwell Train Depot Interpretive Center’s gift shop, museum, and art gallery 



 Provided visitor center support by greeting guests, answering questions, providing information 
about historic sites, and selling merchandise 

 Prepared purchase orders for merchandise and office supplies  
 
GIS Intern: City of Bluefield Economic Development Authority  January 2021-present   
 

 Created a GIS Story Map of historic resources in Bluefield, West Virginia  
 Selected historic commercial buildings, residences, schools, and athletic venues for the virtual tour 
 Conducted historical research about the development of Bluefield, prominent citizens, and historic 

resources online and at the Eastern Regional Coal Archives 
 Wrote 33 historical summaries about the selected resources   
 Selected blue prints and historic photographs from the Eastern Regional Coal Archives  
 Photographed 30 buildings, residences, athletic venues, and streetscapes using a Canon DSLR 

digital camera 
 Downloaded historic topographic maps from the United State Geological Survey website and 

additional maps from the West Virginia GIS Technical Center 
 
Architectural Historian, Aurora Research Associates, LLC   March 2020 to present  
 

 Served as an independent contractor for a comprehensive survey of West Virginia State University  
 Surveyed 50 structures on the campus of West Virginia State University and the town of Institute  
 Photographed structures and campus views using a Canon DSLR camera 
 Conducted research about West Virginia State University, Public Works Administration, and 

architect John C. Norman, Sr.  
 Evaluated each structure for potential eligibility on the National Register of Historic Places  
 Wrote architectural descriptions for each structure  
 Completed 50 West Virginia Historic Property Inventory Forms 
 Contributed historical information and a chart of major construction to the historic context  
 Wrote a National Register of Historic Places nomination for the WVSU Faculty House Historic 

District  
 
Architectural Historian, Intern: Aurora Research Associates, LLC   October 2018 to July 2019  
 

 Surveyed properties for two bridge replacement projects for the West Virginia Division of 
Highways 

 Identified and evaluated structures for possible listing on the National Register of Historic Places  
 Surveyed and photographed178 residences and commercial structures in the East End Historic 

District for the Charleston Historic Landmarks Commission 
 Used WV State Historic Preservation Office Map Viewer to determine UTM coordinates and 

quadrangle names 
 Identified significant architectural details and wrote property descriptions for each property 
 Evaluated and identified structures as contributing or noncontributing resources 
 Researched the West Virginia School for the Colored Deaf and Blind at the West Virginia State 

University archives, local libraries, and online 
 Prepared a National Register of Historic Places nomination for the West Virginia School for the 

Colored Deaf and Blind  
 Presented the nomination at the West Virginia Department of Arts, Culture and History Fall 

meeting 



 
Architectural Historian: Aurora Research Associates, LLC        November 2016 to December 2017  
 

 Member of a seven-person team who updated the 1991 Coal Heritage Survey of historic structures 
in McDowell County for the West Virginia Division of Highways  

 Surveyed over 200 buildings using a FileMaker Pro database with the West Virginia Historic 
Property Inventory Forms  

 Photographed over 200 homes, buildings, and streetscapes using a Canon DSLR digital camera 
 Identified, evaluated, and recommended eligible structures for listing on the National Register of 

Historic Places 
 Conducted historical research on four communities in McDowell County  
 Completed 299 West Virginia Historic Property Inventory Forms  

 
AmeriCorps VISTA, Community & Economic Development Coordinator, Mercer and Summers 
Counties: New River Gorge Regional Development Authority   February 2011–July 2013 
 

 Created the Adopt a Window program to fill vacant storefronts resulting in the beautification of 
downtown Hinton 

 Created the Summers County Dilapidated Structures program  
 Identified, photographed, and wrote property descriptions for thirty dilapidated structures resulting 

in the Dilapidated Structures Properties List 
 Scheduled monthly meetings and wrote agendas, public notices, and meeting minutes for the 

Summers County Dilapidated Structures Committee 
 Documented over 200 individuals buried at the Historic Oak Hill Cemetery near Bramwell  
 Made presentations to civic organizations and students about “The Summit,” Beautification 

Toolkit, and the Reaching the Summit Community Service Initiative 
 Recruited 9 volunteers for the 9-11 Day of Service and Remembrance service project at the Oak 

Hill Cemetery and RTSCSI Mercer County demo project at the Bluefield City Park 
 Coordinated the inaugural Mountain Pride Litter Sweep in Mercer and Summers counties resulting 

in the beautification of major roadways and riverbanks 
 Recruited over 200 volunteers who picked up 12 tons of trash and collected 130 tires 
 Created three litter sweep brochures and two posters using Microsoft Publisher that were 

distributed to residents in seven counties  
 
Education 
 
Certificate in Geographic Information Systems      Anticipated May 2021  
Mountain Empire Community College  
 
Certificate in Historic Preservation      August 2019  
Bucks County Community College  
 
Master of Art in American Studies        December 2007 
The University of Alabama                  
 
Virginia Teaching Certification in 6-12 Social Studies and History   May 2005  
 Bluefield College  
 



 
Bachelor of Arts in American Studies       May 2003 
Randolph-Macon Woman’s College     
 
Additional Education, Training, and Conferences  
 

 Chamber of Commerce of the Two Virginias Adult Leadership Class, 2019  
 Virginia Association for Mapping and Information Systems, Virginia GIS Conference, 2017 
 National Preservation Institute Seminars, Section 106 Review and Emerging Technologies for 

Cultural Resources 
 West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office, How to Write National Registry of Historic 

Places Nominations, and preservation grants and tax incentives workshops 
 Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Cemetery Documentation and Conservation 

workshop 
 Greenbrier County Historical Society, How to Clean Headstones workshop   
 Raleigh County Historical Society, Graveyard Restoration  
 Preservation Alliance of West Virginia, 2012 Statewide Preservation Conference 
 Main Street West Virginia, workshop discussing preservation grants & tax incentives, 

fundraising, revitalizing downtowns, and Brownfields  
 United States Department of Agriculture, 6-day SET (Stronger Economies Together) Training  
 West Virginia Center for Civic Life, 2-day workshop discussing how to organize community 

dialogue initiatives and moderate community discussions  
 
 



APPENDIX B 
A D D I T I O N A L  P R O J E C T  S U M M A R I E S



 
Project Summary 

Architectural history survey update of over 200 
properties and National Register nomination 
amendment and boundary expansion 

1

Beverly, West Virginia was first settled 
in 1753 and served as the county 
seat of Randolph County from 1808-
1899. Its location on the Stauntan 
and Parkersburg Turnpike made the 
town a regional center of 
commerce and a strategic location 
in the Civil War.  The town was listed 
in the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1980. The Beverly Historic 
Landmarks Commission received a 
grant from the State Historic 
Preservation Office to update the 
architectural survey of the town and 
to prepare a boundary expansion 
amendment to include a larger 
portion of the town.  

ARA created an architectural survey 
database application for mobile 
devices and used it to complete 
new Historic Property Inventory forms 

2

for over 200 structures.  ARA also 
rewrote the National Register 
nomination in its entirety with a 
boundary increase to include over 
twice the number of contributing 
resources. ARA prepared a variety of 
maps using Geographic Information 
Systems, including resource maps 
and progressive maps showing 
Beverly’s development over time. 
ARA presented the survey results and 
National Register amendment at a 
public meeting and to the WV 
Archives and History Commission. 
The amendment and boundary 
increase was approved by the 
National Park Service.on December 
16, 2014. 

 

Beverly 
Historic 
District 
Location 
Beverly, Randolph County 
West Virginia 

Client 
Beverly Historic Landmarks 
Commission 

Scope of Work 
Architectural survey 
update and National 
Register Amendment 

Date 
2013-2014 

AURORA RESEARCH ASSOCIATES LLC 
1436 Graham Road 
Silver Lake, OH 44224 

PHONE 
(304) 685-7410 

WEB 
www.aurora-llc.com 

Reference Contact: 
Ms. Phyllis Baxter 
(304)642-7427 
phyllisb@meer.net 



 
Project Summary 

Architecture/History Survey and Section 106 Review 
for the removal of 1913 dam  
The Gorge Dam was constructed 
over the “Big Falls” of the Cuyahoga 
River in 1913. The falls and dramatic 
caves and rock formations of the 
surrounding Gorge had long been a 
local tourist destination. The Gorge 
was the site of early amusement 
parks from 1879 through the late 
1920s, when it was acquired and 
converted to a public park by the 
City of Akron. The dam ceased 
power-related operations in 1991.  

Summit Metro Parks (SMP) began 
exploring removal of the dam 
around 2010 in order to restore and 
improve the quality of the 
Cuyahoga River. Aurora Research 
Associates was contracted by SMP 
to conduct an historic resource 
survey and determine the possible 
effects of dam removal on any 
historic resources.  ARA prepared 
Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
Inventory Forms for 12 historic 

resources, authored an historic 
context, National Register evaluation 
and Determination of Effects report, 
and co-presented with SMP at a 
public meeting attended by over 
200 local residents. The OHPO 
concurred with ARA/SMP’s 
recommendation that the dam is 
not eligible for the National Register 
and its removal does not constitute 
an adverse effect. 

Gorge 
Dam 
Removal 
Location 
Gorge Metro Park 
Cuyahoga Falls/ City of 
Akron, Summit County, Ohio 

Client 
Summit Metro Parks 

Scope of Work 
Section 106 survey and 
coordination 

Date 
2018-2019 

AURORA RESEARCH ASSOCIATES LLC 
1436 Graham Road 
Silver Lake, OH 44224 

PHONE 
(304) 685-7410 

WEB 
www.aurora-llc.com 

19th Century Gorge Visitor 



 
Project Summary 

Section 106 Review and Coordination for the 
rehabilitation of an historic theater in Clarksburg, 
West Virginia 
The Robinson Grand Theatre was 
built in 1913, 1927 and 1939 and is a 
contributing resource to the 
Clarksburg Downtown Historic 
District, listed in the National Register 
of Historic Places in 1982. The Theatre 
was acquired by the City of 
Clarksburg (the City) in 2014 after 
lying vacant for many years. The City 
plans to renovate the building for 
use as a theatre and community 
cultural center and is partially 
funding the project with a United 
States Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) Rural Development loan. Due 
to the use of federal funds on a 
National Register-listed property, the 
project is subject to review under 
Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act. 

Aurora Research Associates was 
subcontracted by WYK Architects to 
provide cultural resource 
environmental clearance for the 
project. ARA researched and 
authored an extensive history of the 
building to serve as a context for 
evaluating significance of specific 
features. ARA also surveyed 
adjacent properties to determine 
the effect of the project. ARA 
worked with the WV State Historic 
Preservation Office staff and the 
design team to identify and preserve 
the theater’s key historic features, 
resulting in a finding of No Adverse 
Effect. ARA worked with a number of 
stakeholders including the client, city 
government, USDA and the public to 
facilitate the preservation of this 
regional landmark. 

Robinson 
Grand 
Performing 
Arts Center 
Location 
Clarksburg, Harrison County 
West Virginia 

Client 
WYK Associates, Inc. 
City of Clarksburg 

Scope of Work 
Section 106 review and 
coordination 

Date 
2014-2016 

AURORA RESEARCH ASSOCIATES LLC 
1436 Graham Road 
Silver Lake, OH 44224 

PHONE 
(304) 685-7410 

WEB 
www.aurora-llc.com 



State of West Virginia
VENDOR PREFERENCE CERTIFICATE

Certification and application is hereby made for Preference in accordance with West Virginia Code, §5A-3-37. (Does not apply to
construction contracts). West Virginia Code, §5A-3-37, provides an opportunity for qualifying vendors to request (at the time of bid)
preference for their residency status. Such preference is an evaluation method only and will be applied only to the cost bid in
accordance with the West Virginia Code. This certificate for application is to be used to request such preference. The Purchasing
Division will make the determination of the Vendor Preference, if applicable.
1. Application is made for 2.5% vendor preference for the reason checked:
____ Bidder is an individual resident vendor and has resided continuously in West Virginia, or bidder is a partnership, association

or corporation resident vendor and has maintained its headquarters or principal place of business continuously in West
Virginia, for four (4) years immediately preceding the date of this certification; or,

____ Bidder is a resident vendor partnership, association, or corporation with at least eighty percent of ownership interest
of bidder held by another entity that meets the applicable four year residency requirement; or,

____ Bidder is a nonresident vendor which has an affiliate or subsidiary which employs a minimum of one hundred state residents
and which has maintained its headquarters or principal place of business within West Virginia continuously for the four (4)
years immediately preceding the date of this certification; or,

2. Application is made for 2.5% vendor preference for the reason checked:
____ Bidder is a resident vendor who certifies that, during the life of the contract, on average at least 75% of the employees

working on the project being bid are residents of West Virginia who have resided in the state continuously for the two years
immediately preceding submission of this bid; or,

3. Application is made for 2.5% vendor preference for the reason checked:
____ Bidder is a nonresident vendor that employs a minimum of one hundred state residents, or a nonresident vendor which

has an affiliate or subsidiary which maintains its headquarters or principal place of business within West Virginia and
employs a minimum of one hundred state residents, and for purposes of producing or distributing the commodities or
completing the project which is the subject of the bidder’s bid and continuously over the entire term of the project, on
average at least seventy-five percent of the bidder’s employees or the bidder’s affiliate’s or subsidiary’s employees are
residents of West Virginia who have resided in the state continuously for the two immediately preceding years and the
vendor’s bid; or,

4. Application is made for 5% vendor preference for the reason checked:
____ Bidder meets either the requirement of both subdivisions (1) and (2) or subdivision (1) and (3) as stated above; or,
5. Application is made for 3.5% vendor preference who is a veteran for the reason checked:
____ Bidder is an individual resident vendor who is a veteran of the United States armed forces, the reserves or the National Guard

and has resided in West Virginia continuously for the four years immediately preceding the date on which the bid is
submitted; or,

6. Application is made for 3.5% vendor preference who is a veteran for the reason checked:
____ Bidder is a resident vendor who is a veteran of the United States armed forces, the reserves or the National Guard, if, for

purposes of producing or distributing the commodities or completing the project which is the subject of the vendor’s bid and
continuously over the entire term of the project, on average at least seventy-five percent of the vendor’s employees are
residents of West Virginia who have resided in the state continuously for the two immediately preceding years.

7. Application is made for preference as a non-resident small, women- and minority-owned business, in accor-
dance with West Virginia Code §5A-3-59 and West Virginia Code of State Rules.

____ Bidder has been or expects to be approved prior to contract award by the Purchasing Division as a certified small, women-
and minority-owned business.

8. Application is made for reciprocal preference.
____ Bidder is a West Virginia resident and is requesting reciprocal preference to the extent that it applies.
Bidder understands if the Secretary of Revenue determines that a Bidder receiving preference has failed to continue to meet the
requirements for such preference, the Secretary may order the Director of Purchasing to: (a) rescind the contract or purchase order;
or (b) assess a penalty against such Bidder in an amount not to exceed 5% of the bid amount and that such penalty will be paid to
the contracting agency or deducted from any unpaid balance on the contract or purchase order.
By submission of this certificate, Bidder agrees to disclose any reasonably requested information to the Purchasing Division and
authorizes the Department of Revenue to disclose to the Director of Purchasing appropriate information verifying that Bidder has paid
the required business taxes, provided that such information does not contain the amounts of taxes paid nor any other information
deemed by the Tax Commissioner to be confidential.
Bidder hereby certifies that this certificate is true and accurate in all respects; and that if a contract is issued to Bidder
and if anything contained within this certificate changes during the term of the contract, Bidder will notify the Purchas-
ing Division in writing immediately.
Bidder: _______________________________________ Signed: _______________________________________

Date: _________________________________________ Title: __________________________________________
*Check any combination of preference consideration(s) indicated above, which you are entitled to receive.

WV-10
Approved / Revised
06/08/18

, y

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________

✔

Aurora Research Associates LLC

June 17, 2021 Owner
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