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Decota Consulting Company, Inc.  T: 304.776.3333 
4984 Washington St. W.  F: 304.776.3371 
Cross Lanes, WV 25313  decotaconsulting.com 
 

January 11, 2022 
 
Mr. Joseph E. Hager III 
West Virginia Purchasing Division 
2019 Washington Street, E. 
Capitol Complex Building 15 
Charleston, WV 25305 
 
Re:       Expression of Interest - Francis Drainage Maintenance  

Dear Mr. Hager: 

Decota Consulting Company, Inc. (Decota) is pleased to submit our Expression of Interest (EOI) to provide 
engineering services to the West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection, Division of Land 
Restoration, Office of Abandoned Mine Lands and Reclamation (WVDEP-DLR-AML). Decota will apply 
our broad range of natural resource experience and engineering expertise to complete the proposed project 
in a timely and cost-effective manner. 

Decota is a DBE certified West Virginia consulting firm focused primarily on environmental engineering, 
design-build mitigation projects, and environmental monitoring assessments. Our staff consists of 19 native 
West Virginians that provide all aspects of project development: baseline assessments, design, permitting, 
implementation, and monitoring.  

Thank you for allowing our firm the opportunity to submit this proposal for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Anthony Gatens, P.E.
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1 Corporate Personnel Experience 

Since 1996, Decota Consulting Company, Inc. (Decota) has completed numerous environmental 
engineering projects throughout West Virginia. As consultants, we have applied our knowledge 
and technical skills to assist the mining industry, state government, and fellow environmental 
engineering firms on a wide array of projects. Our staff includes registered professional engineers, 
GIS professionals, Rosgen trained stream design specialists, biologists, surveyors, and the 
technical support staff to ensure success. 

We have extensive experience planning underground mining operations, surface mining 
operations, haul roads, surface drainage features, and water treatment facilities. Decota follows 
these projects with the appropriate and necessary reclamation, including the design of valley fills 
and ponds, contour grading to stabilize slopes, and high wall reclamation. Additionally, Decota 
has an established resume of designing and implementing high-quality stream and wetland 
mitigation projects. 

Relevant project experience: 

Client:  Southeastern Land, LLC 
Project: Twin Branch Surface Mine No. 2 
Role:  Design, Permitting, NEPA 
 
Client:  Greenbrier Smokeless, LLC 
Project: Hickory Patch Surface Mine 
Role:  Design, Permitting, NEPA 
 
Client:  Pritchard Mining Company, Inc. 
Project: Fourmile Fork Surface Mine 
Role:  Design, Permitting, NEPA 
 
Client:  West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 
Project: McClintic WMA In Lieu Fee Mitigation Project 
Role:  Design, Permitting, Construction Management 
 
Client:  West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 
Project: Mill Creek WMA In Lieu Fee Mitigation Project 
Role:  Design, Permitting, Construction Management 
 
Client:  West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection 
Project: Kanawha State Forest In Lieu Fee Mitigation Project 
Role:  Design, Permitting, Construction Management 
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2 Proposed Project Management Plan 

Anthony Gatens, PE will be the Project Manager for this project and main point of contact. Mr. 
Gatens has been with Decota since 2008 and is based in our Cross Lanes, WV office. He has over 
25 years of project management experience in all aspects of mining related activities. Mr. Gatens 
will be supported by administrative and technical support staff as necessary. This support staff will 
include GIS professionals, engineers, biologists, and surveyors. Mr. Gatens will ensure an ongoing 
comprehensive cycle of communication between our staff and the WVDEP Office of Abandoned 
Mine Lands and Reclamation. 

 
Organizational Chart 

 

 

3 Key Personnel 

Linda Raines, PE has more than 30 years of experience in mine planning, budgeting, 
environmental engineering, and permitting. She has held positions within the mining industry 
ranging from Project Engineer to Senior Planning Engineer and Manager of Permitting and 
Environmental Affairs. Her experience includes mine development analysis and economic 
analysis on projects exceeding $30,000,000 initial capital, spanning twenty years in duration as 
well as environmental liability assessment. 

Client

WVDEP

Specialists Technicians  Project Engineers

Principle in Charge

Linda Raines, PE

Project Manager

Anthony Gatens, PE

QA / QC

Lacey Parsons

QA / QC

Brad Cochran
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Anthony Gatens, PE has more than 25 years of experience and is responsible for the management 
and completion of federal and state permit applications and associated designs and analysis for 
various surface and underground mining projects. He possesses extensive permitting related 
experience in the preparation of Surface/Underground Article 3 Permits, NPDES mining and 
construction permits, 401 Water Quality Certifications, USACE 404 Individual and Nationwide 
permits, Environmental Information Documents and other permit packages involving 
combinations of various mining and construction projects. Mr. Gatens is involved in the 
environmental monitoring and compliance for several of our clients active mining operations. 

Lacey Parsons, CPESC has more than 25 years of experience and manages staff involved with 
stream and wetland permitting, mitigation design, preparation of bid packages for stream and 
wetland construction projects, construction, construction management, monitoring, and biological 
assessment. He provides oversight on annual monitoring in excess of 20,000 feet of stream 
mitigation projects, 150 benthic assessments, and dozens of fisheries assessments each year. 

Brad Cochran has more than 20 years of experience and manages staff involved with geographic 
information systems (GIS), mapping, software development, and technology. He is responsible for 
site assessments, data management, software development, and provides technical support as 
needed to facilitate company projects. 

4 Proposed Subcontractors 

Decota does not propose to utilize any subcontractors on this project. 

5 Product Quality Control 

Decota will employ multiple layers of quality assurance and quality control throughout the life of 
the project. In addition to the Project Manager, Lacey Parsons or Brad Cochran will review data 
and drafting products produced by Decota staff. Linda Raines, PE will be the Principle in Charge 
and will review all deliverables and final plans. 

6 Project Cost Control 

Decota will leverage our extensive industry experience to develop site specific and cost effective 
design plans. We will utilize advanced accounting software to categorize staff hours and expenses 
to the appropriate project tasks with detailed descriptions. Additionally, we will take advantage of 
the Guide for the Preparation of Reclamation Designs as prepared by the WVDEP Office of 
Abandoned Mine Lands and Reclamation to increase the efficiency of our design plans and 
specifications. 
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7 Project Schedule 

Decota will work closely with the WVDEP Office of Abandoned Mine Lands and Reclamation to 
develop an acceptable project schedule. A proposed preliminary schedule is presented below: 

February 2022:  Perform site investigation 
 
March-April 2022:  Design waste areas for deposited metals in existing treatment areas 
    Determine borrow area / material for reclamation area 

Design passive treatment system rehabilitation/retrofit 
Design oxidation bed treatment area 
Design to mitigate AMD drainage 
Design of drainage conveyances to safely convey water off-site 

April-May 2022:  Permitting 
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