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The $4.6 million Madison Elementary School 2-phased renovation is one 
of our many projects we have completed for Ohio County Schools; our 
relationship has been on-going since the 1980s. The 74,820 SF school was 
built in 1916. It is now a Contributing Structure in the Wheeling Island 
Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places, so our design 
had to respect the State Historic Preservation Office standards. 

The original phase of renovations and upgrades included HVAC, electrical 
and power distribution, plumbing, fire safety, new doors and frames, new 
pipe chases, brick and concrete masonry infill which matched the existing, 
new balcony railings in the auditorium/gymnasium, new classroom 
bookcases, lounge casework, kitchenette, cabinetry, new ceilings, acoustics, 
lighting, and painting among others. The HVAC replacement was a major 
goal of the project; the new energy efficient system included relocating the 
Boiler Room to the main level, to bring it out of the flood plain. 

Furthermore, the original design and construction came in just under 
budget, and we had available contingency and the project had minimal 
change orders; therefore, we were able to apply funds to other needs 
and the second phase. We worked with the client and contractor, and 
quickly designed basement restroom renovations which included ADA 
compliance, toilet partitions, drainage, epoxy & ceramic floors, lighting, 
and more. The ceiling grid was chosen not only for aesthetics, but to also 
permit accessibility to the ductwork. Our coordination and quick design 
led to an easy construction transition to this phase. 

Furthermore, an asbestos inspection was completed at various part of the 
school where renovations were going to occur. Only the teachers lounge 
9 x 9 flooring tiles and mastic were 3%-5% Chrysotile ACM and had to be 
abated. 

Both phases of renovations and restorations were completed while school 
was in session. The entire project involved close coordination with the 
State Fire Marshal. 

Ohio County Schools
Owner

$4.6 million
Construction Cost

74,820 SF approx.
Size

Climatech, Inc.
Contractor

McKinley Architecture and Engineering
Project Architects-Engineers

Wheeling, West Virginia

Madison Elementary School
Ohio County Schools
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Grant County Schools
Owner

$1.6 million
Construction Cost

Contractors

Christina Schessler, AIA, LEED AP BD+C
Project Architect

McKinley Architecture and Engineering
Project Architects-Engineers

Harbel Construction (Phase I)
G & G Builders, Inc. (Phase II

Mt. Storm, West Virginia

Union Educational Complex
Grant County Schools

AFTERAFTER

(left shower is ADA roll-in)(left shower is ADA roll-in)

BEFOREBEFORE

The 65,673 SF Union Educational Complex is a PreK-thru-12th grade 
facility accommodating approximately 270 students from three schools: 
Union Elementary (Pre-K-4), Union Middle (5-8), and Union High School 
(9-12). This $1.6 million renovation and addition project involved 2 
Phases of work. This included 3,500 SF locker room/shower/restrooms 
renovations, 300 SF of additional renovated restrooms, a new ADA entry, 
furnishings and finishes, plumbing, HVAC, water barrier application, 
drainage, electrical, lighting, a new building skin/facade, new doors and 
windows, school-wide fire alarm protection system, new interior ADA 
ramps, gymnasium floor replacement and painting, and more. Overall 
building improvements combine design flexibility and high performance, 
which involves form, function, and security features. For example, the 
windows are energy efficient and allow natural daylight to enter, but at the 
same time also obstructs exterior vision (looking in). 

There was also a 3,500 SF of locker rooms/shower/restrooms renovations. 
These areas included boys/girls showers (6 each, including 1 roll-in 
handicap shower with folding corner shower seats), wood repairs, 
systems upgrades, walls and ceilings painting, floors and ceiling tiles, 
ADA compliance, boys toilet (2 urinals & 1 ADA stall), girls toilet (3 stalls, 
1 is ADA accessible), boys office toilet, girls office toiler, toilet partitions 
and accessories, vanities, 200 lockers, benches, shelving, and more. 



Hancock County Schools
Owner

Gregg P. Dorfner, AIA, REFP
Coordination Architect

McKinley Architecture and Engineering
Project Architects-Engineers

Hancock County, WV - county-wide
McKinley Architecture and Engineering has completed over $71 million in 
projects over the years for Hancock County Schools. Most recently, multiple 
projects were completed as a part of a $56 million District-Wide Construction 
Program (funded with a $37 million local bond vote supplemented with $19 
million from WV School Building Authority). This bond call is a result of the 
Comprehensive Education Facilities Plan (CEFP) that was developed by our 
firm. The Program included a new Weirton Elementary School ($26.5 million), 
A.T. Allison Elementary additions and renovations ($5.3 million), New 
Manchester Elementary additions and renovations ($6.2 million), Oak Glen 
Middle wrestling room ($784,675), Oak Glen High renovations ($1.7 million), 
Oak Glen High Multi-Sports Complex/Stadium ($4.63 million), Weir Middle 
School renovations ($669,486), Weir High renovations ($2.4 million), Weir High 
Multi-Sports Complex/Stadium ($4.8 million), Senator John D. Rockefeller IV 
Career Center HVAC project ($1.1 million), and 3 former elementary school 
demolitions. We incorporated multiple energy efficient “green” components 
into these projects, such as low flow plumbing fixtures, energy monitor on the 
main electrical gear, dimmable lighting with occupancy sensor control, and T-5 
& T-5 HO fluorescent bulbs used as primary light sources throughout school to 
name a few. There were several restroom renovations in many schools. The 
entire $56 Program was less than 1% in total non-elective change orders! 

One of the District-Wide Construction Program projects was the addition/
renovation project to the Allen T. (A.T.) Allison Elementary School (seen to 
the left, top). Improvements include restroom upgrades, ADA compliance, 
plumbing, electrical, life safety, security, etc. There is 1,012 SF of renovated 
restroom space including a total gut and rework of piping and new fixtures 
to fit the new design; 730 SF of refit restroom space which get replacement 
of flush valves, toilet seats and faucets, stop valves and p-traps; as well as 
113 SF of new restroom space where we extended piping to serve supply 
and waste from existing restrooms. These are all now ADA Accessible. In 
addition, there are new exhaust fans, 6 new floor drains added to serve new 
mechanical equipment throughout the building, and more. Furthermore, all 
of the new faucets and flush valves are automatic operation.

The 2 High School Multi-Sports Complexes/Stadiums and the Field of 
Dreams include restrooms facilities, game locker rooms, etc. For example, 
Oak Glen High (seen to the left, bottom) has Visitor’s side restroom/
concessions building with 4 urinals and 3 stalls for the Men’s (including 

1 ADA), and 12 stalls for the Women’s 
(including 1 ADA). The Home side includes 
10 urinals and 6 stalls for the Men’s 
(including 1 ADA), 27 stalls for the Women’s 
(including ADA), and a Family toilet room. 
This side also includes Home and Visitor 
locker rooms. Moreover, the Official’s room 
has 6 lockers, toilet, and shower. Furthermore, 
there are renovated shower facilities inside 
the adjacent Oak Glen High School. 

District-Wide Construction Program +
Hancock County Schools

AFTERAFTER
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Gassaway, West Virginia
Owner

$2.8 million
Construction Cost

Contractor

13,965 SF approx.
Size

Christina Schessler, AIA, LEED AP BD+C
Project Architect

McKinley Architecture and Engineering
Project Architects-Engineers

Flint Construction Co.

Braxton County Senior Citizen Center, Inc.

Braxton County Senior Center
Architectural/Engineering design for an addition and adaptive reuse/
renovation of a former steak house restaurant into a rustic-looking multi-
use senior citizen center in Gassaway, WV. The project involved the total 
renovation of existing building, a single story addition, site grading and 
drainage, landscaping improvements, renovation and expansion of parking 
areas (approximately 65 spaces), gravel overflow lot, and an automatic 
sprinkler system. Included in the structure are a community room, exercise 
room, arts & crafts room, audio video room, conference room (used 
weekly for veteran meetings), offices, kitchen, and much more. The 3,685 
SF Community Room has the ability to hold 526 persons, or have dining 
for 246 persons for assembly with less concentrated use. The facility was 
designed to support events within the center, such as weddings, receptions, 
bingo, meetings, and much more. The center also supports a Meals On 
Wheels Program. We renovated restrooms and had fit-outs. These included 
employee lavatories, public toilets, and assisted shower/toilet. These were 
built to be ADA Compliant/ handicap-accessible. There were new plumbing 
fixtures and toilet partitions, primary door and frame, all wall-mounted 
urinals, toilet accessories, floor tile, drain system, wall tile, and much more.
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POTESTA & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
Charleston, WV  ••  Morgantown, WV  ••  Winchester, VA 
Phone:  (304) 342-1400  ••  Fax:  (304) 343-9031  ••  www.potesta.com 

 

UNDERGROUND UTILITY LOCATION PROJECT 
CAMP DAWSON 
 
ZMM Architects and Engineers 
Kingwood, Preston County West Virginia 
 
 
Potesta & Associates, Inc. (POTESTA) performed private utility location, surveying, and 
engineering services for the existing utilities for approximately 150 acres of the Camp Dawson 
Facility in Kingwood, Preston County, West Virginia.  The project consisted of locating the existing 
aboveground/underground utilities and providing construction documents to move the existing 
aboveground utilities to underground. 
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CABELA’S RETAIL STORE 
 
Cabela’s 
Charleston, West Virginia 
 
 
Potesta & Associates, Inc. (POTESTA) was 
retained by both the land developer and Cabela’s 
to provide civil engineering design services for 
the Cabela’s store in Charleston, West Virginia.  
The store is situated on a 10-acre parcel and 
includes an 80,000 square foot building, over 400 
parking spaces, 3 entrances from public and 
private roadways, a plaza area across the front of 
the store, RV park area with sewage dump station, 
dog kennel area, and landscaping. 
 
Specific services provided by POTESTA included: 
 
 ALTA survey used for the lease agreement and subsequent design work. 

 Subsurface exploration including sample collection and testing, geotechnical evaluation, and 
foundation recommendations. 

 Grading plan including balanced cut and fill for the building pad, parking fields, and access 
roads. 

 Stormwater collection system design including curb inlets, catch basins, and culverts. 

 Pavement design. 

 Utility extension designs including sanitary sewer, potable water, fire service, natural gas, 
underground electric, underground telephone, and underground cable television. 

 Permitting services including coverage of site development under the state’s general construction 
stormwater permit. 

 Support for local approvals including approval from Charleston Municipal Planning Commission 
as a Development of Significant Impact, and building permit to allow construction to begin. 

 MM-109 permit to allow for connection of the store’s new roadway with the existing public 
roadway. 
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COPPER BEECH STUDENT HOUSING 
 
Copper Beech Townhome Communities, LLC 
Morgantown, West Virginia 
 
 
Potesta & Associates, Inc. (POTESTA) was 
retained by Copper Beech Townhome 
Communities, LLC to prepare design plans and 
specifications for a proposed 40-acre student 
housing development, containing 31 proposed 
residential buildings, clubhouse, and parking. 
The project consisted of various constraints, such 
as a West Virginia County highway bordering the 
north side of the site, existing townhome 
development to the south, and an existing 
perennial stream bisecting the project.  Also to be 
considered were related wetlands and 
ephemeral/intermittent stream channels. 
 
In addition, many of the natural slopes on the project site in areas not affected by the stream/wetlands 
were two horizontal to one vertical. 
 
POTESTA’s work began with an existing layout provided by a previous design firm and moved 
through conceptual layout and grading activities to reduce impacts to the existing stream and wetland 
areas.  Roughly 11,250 linear feet of retaining walls ranging up to 50 feet in height were proposed to 
aid in the creation of proposed roadway, parking, or building locations, while remaining out of the 
environmentally sensitive areas.  POTESTA performed a geotechnical evaluation of the site’s 
subsurface conditions to gather information for use with various aspects of POTESTA’s scope of 
work.  Specific services associated with POTESTA’s scope included: 
 

 Stream and Wetland Delineation and Report 
 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Conceptual and Compensatory Mitigation Plan 
 USACE 404/WV State 401 Permit 
 WV Department of Environmental Protection WV/NPDES Construction Storm Water Permit 
 Preparation of Construction Drawings and Technical Specifications 
 Geotechnical Evaluation Through Field Underground Exploration and Report 
 Storm Water Design and Incorporation into WV/NPDES Permit 
 Utility Coordination-Including Sewer Main Line Relocations 
 Bridge Design Coordination for Project Onsite Crossing of Stream 
 Construction Stakeout of Retaining Walls, Roadways, Buildings, Utilities and Curbing 
 Construction Observation and Soils Testing for Walls 
 FEMA Letter of Map Revision Due to Fill (LOMR-F) 
 Floodplain Permit Through Monongalia County Planning Commission 
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GREENBAG ROAD COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
 
Glenmark Real Estate, LLC 
Greenbag Road, Morgantown, West Virginia 
 
 
Potesta & Associates, Inc. (POTESTA) was retained by the owner/developer (Glenmark) to provide 
civil engineering design services for a commercial development on Greenbag Road in Morgantown, 
West Virginia.  The development consists of two buildings totaling 12,000 square feet of commercial 
space.  The project includes two entrances from public roadways, retaining walls, underground storm 
water retention systems, paved parking lots, and landscaping. 
 
Specific services provided by POTESTA on this project included: 
 
 Surveying – Topographic mapping, property and right-of-way boundaries, and utility locations. 
 Geotechnical recommendations evaluating the soil onsite and providing suggestions concerning 

fill material and foundations. 
 Grading plan including cut/fill for the project site, integrated AutoCAD Civil 3D/Revit 

modeling, entrance/roadway design and compliant sidewalks. 
 Storm water collection system design including underground retention system, water quality 

units, curb inlets, catch basins, and connection to the City of Morgantown’s existing storm water 
system. 

 Utility extension/connection designs including sanitary sewer, storm sewer, potable water, and 
fire services. 

 Permitting and coordination services including coverage of site development through the West 
Virginia Department of Environmental Protection Construction Storm Water Permit, 
Morgantown Utility Board’s MS4 Storm Water Permit, City of Morgantown right-of-way 
coordination, as well as coordination with the owner, architect, structural engineer, and 
contractors. 

 Technical specifications including storm water piping, subdrainage, earthwork, concrete and 
asphalt paving. 

 
Underground Stormwater Storage 
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VARIOUS STRUCTURES SCHEDULED FOR 
DEMOLITION ON HIGHWAY RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
 
West Virginia Department of Transportation, Division of Highways 
Various Locations in West Virginia 
 
 
Potesta & Associates, Inc. (POTESTA) is currently under contract to the West Virginia Department 
of Transportation, Division of Highways (WVDOH) to perform asbestos inspection services on 
structures scheduled for demolition on highway rights-of-way.  The following services are being 
provided by POTESTA. 
 
POTESTA performs asbestos inspection of structures identified by the WVDOH and produces 
reports detailing findings of the inspections.  These reports include tables listing sampling locations, 
number of potential asbestos containing materials (pacm), samples collected from each homogeneous 
area, estimated amount of pacm for each homogeneous area, and laboratory analytical results for 
each sample.  Color photographs of the sample locations are also included in the reports.  These 
reports are included in the bid package provided to prospective demolition contractors. 
 

 



VOLUNTARY ASSESSMENT AND 
REMEDIATION, ASBESTOS ABATEMENT 
MONITORING, DEMOLITION, AND CAP 
INSTALLATION MONITORING FOR THE 
SPELTER SMELTER FACILITY 
 

E.I. DuPont de Nemours & Company 
T.L. Diamond & Company 
Harrison County 
 
 
Potesta & Associates, Inc. (POTESTA) was retained to serve as Project Manager and Licensed 
Remediation Specialist (LRS) to assist with an Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) of an 110-acre 
zinc smelting site located in Harrison County, West Virginia, and entered it into the West Virginia 
Voluntary Remediation Program (VRP).  This is the largest VRP site in the State of West Virginia.  
The tasks associated with this project were performed after the applicants met the necessary 
requirements of a United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Administrative Order of 
Consent (Order). 
 

 
 
As the LRS for the project, POTESTA assisted with development of the public involvement 
program, the Voluntary Remediation Agreement (Agreement) and negotiated and coordinated 
signing of the Agreement by the Director of the West Virginia Department of Environmental 
Protection (WVDEP).  Additionally, POTESTA assisted the applicants with preparation of the 
Supplemental Site Investigation Work Plan, Site Specific Health and Safety Plan, Data Quality 
Objectives, and Quality Assurance Project Plan in accordance with VRP guidelines. 
 
A major step in remediating this site involved the demolition of 33 structures.  The demolition 
activities included abatement of asbestos containing materials and establishing an on-site 
construction debris landfill.  POTESTA provided the following services for the demolition phase: 
 

 Performed building asbestos inspections. 
 Prepared an in-depth consolidated asbestos inspection report that was submitted to the 

WVDEP, Division of Air Quality (DAQ) and utilized by the demolition contractor. 
 Assisted in the development of an Asbestos Abatement Project Design Plan. 



VOLUNTARY ASSESSMENT AND REMEDIATION, ASBESTOS 
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 Assisted in the development of a work area air sampling plan. 
 Served as liaison with the WVDEP-DAQ during asbestos abatement activities. 
 Provided on-site monitoring of asbestos abatement activities. 
 Assisted in the characterization of hazardous materials. 
 Negotiated with the WVDEP to establish an on-site construction debris landfill. 
 Performed an Ecological Evaluation of the site and the West Fork River. 

 

The applicants and POTESTA also completed an ecological and human health risk assessment to 
evaluate impacts to potential receptors.  Based on the risk assessment and the contaminants of 
concern for this site, the applicants and POTESTA performed a remediation feasibility study and 
developed a remediation work plan in accordance with VRP guidelines.  The applicants and 
POTESTA designed the Engineered Cap System to encapsulate the 50-acre tailings pile. 
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WV DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 
JUVENILE DETENTION FACILITY 
ASBESTOS INSPECTION 
 
ZMM, Inc. 
Institute, West Virginia 
 
 
Potesta & Associates, Inc. (POTESTA) was retained by ZMM, Inc. to provide consulting services 
with respect to planned demolition of the West Virginia Department of Corrections Juvenile 
Detention Facility, in Institute, Kanawha County, West Virginia.  The following services were 
provided by POTESTA. 
 
POTESTA performed an asbestos inspection of two buildings associated with the Juvenile Detention 
Facility and produced a report detailing findings of the inspection.  This report was then included in 
the bid package provided to prospective demolition contractors.  POTESTA attended a pre-bid 
conference with representatives of the West Virginia Department of Corrections and ZMM, Inc. 
During the pre-bid meeting, POTESTA conducted a tour of the facility, pointing out locations of 
asbestos-containing building materials identified during the asbestos inspection.  Upon selection of 
the general contractor, POTESTA attended a pre-demolition meeting with representatives of ZMM, 
Inc. and the contractor.  The purpose of this meeting was to conduct a walk-through of the facility 
and discuss abatement procedures applicable for the types of asbestos containing building materials 
scheduled for abatement.  POTESTA also completed and submitted the notification of 
abatement/demolition/renovation form to the appropriate regulatory agencies. 
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