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SURG CAL TECHNI CI AN

Nat ure of Wrk

Under general supervision, performs surgical assistance work at
the full-perfornmance |evel
Prepares operating room (OR) for surgery by cleaning the OR and all
equi pnent at the begi nning
and the end of the day, and after each surgery, setting out sterile
instrunents and materials, and
counting all sponges and instrunments. Work nmay require irregul ar
hours and an on-call status.
There is little latitude to change work nethod or procedure. Perforns
rel ated work as required.

Di stingui shing Characteristics

Wrk is perfornmed in a sterile setting. It involves assisting
the surgical team before, during
and after surgery. The enployee is exposed to patient blood and ot her
medi cal wastes. The work
requires famliarity with a variety of nedical/surgical procedures
surgical instrunents, and
anatony. Work is performed in accordance with established operating
room pol i cy.

Exanpl es of Work

Cl eans the OR equipnent with gernicides and sterilizers; assists
in the cleaning of the
operating room

Sets out instrunment trays according to instructions for each
procedure; counts sponges, needl es,
and ot her instruments before and after surgery; insures sterile field
remai ns uncont am nat ed

Transports patients to surgery; reviews nedical charts to assist
nursing staff in pre-operative
check; shaves and cl eans surgical site.

Assists surgical teamin transferring the patient on and off the
tabl e.

Scrubs arms and hands, dons gowns and gl oves, and assists surgical
teamin gowni ng and
gl ovi ng.

Mai nt ai ns the supply of fluids such as saline, glucose and bl ood in
the operating room
i nventories and stocks supplies and equi pnent.

Hands instruments and supplies to surgeon during the operation
hol ds retractors, and perforns
ot her tasks as directed by surgical staff.

Dresses patient wounds and transports patient after surgery.

Renoves contani nated instrunents, supplies and wastes fromsterile
field; disposes of wastes
appropriately.

May instruct new personnel or attend neetings as required.

Know edge, Skills and Abilities

Know edge of OR protocol including aseptic (sterile) procedures
car di opul nonary
resuscitation, and surgical equipnent.
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Know edge, Skills and Abilities (contd)

Know edge of anatony, surgical procedures, and mnedical /surgica
i nstruments.

Know edge of vital signs and indications and contraindications
associated with surgery and
anest hesi a.

Know edge of nursing theory and practice.

Skill inthe lifting and noving of patients.

Skill in the handling and preparation of instrunents.

Skill in the cleaning, disinfecting and sterilizing of the OR, its
equi pnent and instrunents.

Skill in the attention to detail needed to insure cleanliness,

instrunent and nmaterial s counts, and
set-up instructions.
Ability to speak clearly and distinctly.
Ability to lift one hundred (100) pounds or nore frequently.
Ability to conprehend patient care pl ans.
Ability to follow oral and witten instructions of a highly
techni cal nature.
Ability to work effectively with others.

M ni mum Qual i fications
TRAINING Graduation froma standard four-year high school.

EXPERI ENCE Two years of full-time or equivalent part-tine paid
experience as a
surgi cal / operating room technician

SUBSTI TUTION  Certification or approval as an operating room
techni ci an by the National
Associ ati on of Operating Technicians' Advisory Board may substitute
for the required
experi ence.

Est abl i shed: 8/ 20/ 92
Ef f ecti ve: 9/ 15/ 92



