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Department of Administration
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State of West Virginia
Solicitation Response

Proc Folder: 926836

Solicitation Description: Addendum No.3 Highway Pollinator Mitigation Site Dev & Main

Proc Type: Central Master Agreement

Solicitation Closes Solicitation Response Version

2021-09-28 13:30 SR 0803 ESR09282100000002140 1

VENDOR

VS0000038550
ROUNDSTONE NATIVE SEED LLC

Solicitation Number: CRFQ 0803 DOT2200000040

Total Bid: 2269437.7200000002048909664154052734375Response Date: 2021-09-28 Response Time: 12:12:38

Comments:  

FOR INFORMATION CONTACT THE BUYER
Tara Lyle
(304) 558-2544
tara.l.lyle@wv.gov

Vendor
Signature X                                                                     FEIN#                                                       DATE
All offers subject to all terms and conditions contained in this solicitation
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Line Comm Ln Desc Qty Unit Issue Unit Price Ln Total Or Contract Amount
1 Highway Pollinator Mitigation Site 

Development & Maintenance
1.00000 LS 2269437.720000 2269437.72

Comm Code Manufacturer Specification Model #
70110000    

Commodity Line Comments: Please see the attachment for the plan and require information.

Extended Description:

Highway Pollinator Mitigation Site Development & Maintenance 6622C001
See attached pricing pages.
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These recommendations are for the CRFQ DOT2200000040 bid, also 
named Highway Pollinator Mitigation Site Development and 
Maintenance Initiative. 

Roundstone Native Seed, LLC 
9764 Raider Hollow Rd. Upton, KY 42784 

270-531-3034 
sales@roundstoneseed.com 
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Introduction 

Native grasses and wildflowers are considered the plants that were here in the United States pre-

European settlement. Several of the native grasses are considered bunch forming grasses instead of 

the sod-forming grasses like Fescue.  This allows wildflowers to better grow in between the clumps and 

allow wildlife to move more freely while still staying protected. Also, many native grasses are slow-

growing warm-season plants and have very long germination windows. For this reason, native plants 

can easily be outcompeted by non-native weeds and turf grasses.  The competition of non-native 

species from improper weed control is the number one reason for native stand failures.  Some seeds 

remain in the seed bank for decades so we must eradicate any weeds present and then allow more to 

germinate so we can eradicate those as well. Introduced weed seed left in the seed bank, can 

germinate and outcompete young native seedlings for nutrients and cause a stand failure. Ideally, we 

would do 4-5 treatments of herbicide to control weeds over an entire growing season before planting 

native grasses and wildflowers.  Noxious and invasive species, like Fescue, Johnsongrass and Bermuda, 

are difficult to control without the use of chemicals. We have found it is better to dedicate at least one 

year to herbicide treatment to eradicate these species.  This treatment process provides consistent 

stands, fewer applications of herbicide in the future, and greatly reduces the chance of failure. When 

you read through this proposal, please remember this plan is adaptive and may change based on the 

vegetation’s response to previous treatment.  Responses from the seed bank will vary once the 

removal of the existing vegetation has happened and future treatments should change based on the 

existing cover at that time.   If treatment is determined to not be needed based on new site conditions 

then that line item will be removed.   

 

Site Preparation 

Weed control is crucial to the success of native grass and wildflower plantings.  For this proposal, we 

have recommended strategies for success but please allow for modifications to be made.  This is an 

adaptive plan that can and should change based on the weather, the response from existing vegetation 

to treatments, and the presence or absence of invasive and noxious weeds.  This means that we may 

the number herbicide applications may change based on weather and what grows back once the 

existing vegetation is removed.    Based on the estimated starting timeline the following would be our 

recommendations for successful establishment. 
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Year 1:  Conduct a site visit to all sites late winter to early spring of 2022 and identify noxious and 

invasive weeds present on sites.  Then develop a plan in collaboration with state partners based on site 

conditions and modify timeline as needed.  We estimate it could take up to 4 site preparation 

treatments including mowing and/or herbicide applications in the spring and summer of 2022 to 

suppress the weeds before planting the pollinator habitat.  As mentioned above noxious and invasive 

weeds are a severe threat to native plant establishment.  By allowing for 4 applications before planting 

allows for weedy plots to have a reduction in weed seeds especially if we have a rainy spring.  The type 

of herbicide used for each treatment will be based on site conditions and the vegetation response from 

previous treatments.  See the list of possible herbicides used below and if additional herbicides will be 

used, we will get it pre-approved by the state.  We would shoot to have these herbicides completed by 

late June or July and evaluate the site to ensure it is ready to plant.  So, we would look to plant all the 

sites by late June or July.  Once planted we plan to have to conduct two post maintenance treatment in 

2022.  These post herbicides treatments may include a combination of mowing, spot spraying, hand 

roguing, and selective broadcast treatment of undesirable species.   This should allow for enough time 

for the plots to go dormant for the winter.   In case of severe invasive species presence in a plot these 

post treatments can be used if we need to postpone the planting.  For example, if in June the invasive 

weed pressure is still too high, we can continue herbicide treatment until fall. At which time we can 

complete a fall planting of the pollinator habitat.  This proposal allows for heavy weed infestation to be 

dealt with but not all treatments be needed on all sites.  Generally, we do not recommend soil 

remediation on site as non-natives will typically soak up these nutrients before the native plants.  

However, if upon inspection and no alternative site is available the soil remediation will be done on the 

initial first two visits.  Simple soil remediations will include liming and fertilizing site to bring in within 

the majority of the native species ranges.  Complex soil remediation will include the use of compost, 

compost alternative or additional topsoil which may require it the be incorporated into the existing soil 

profile.  Lime and fertilizer will also be included during this process and site will be smoothed in 

preparation of site preparation herbicides.   For the path located in and around the pollinator plots will 

consist of crush rock for better longevity.  This is more expensive up front but tends last longer and less 

prone to erosion than mulch or other material.  To install these paths, we will conduct some minor 

earthwork before installing the geofabric and crush rock.  These paths will be installed during the first 

year once the path direction is determined.   

Year 2 and Year 3: Post planting treatment for year two will begin Spring of 2023.  These post 

herbicides treatments may include a combination of mowing, spot spraying, hand roguing, and 

selective broadcast treatment of undesirable species.   We estimate this will require up to five site 

visits for both for of these years to stay on top of both the cool season and warm season weeds.  This 

may seem like a lot of visits but weed can produce seed heads quickly we mean an increase in future 

work.  Year 2 and 3 of the process tend to be the highest in weed pressure since the pollinator habitat 
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is not yet fully established and mature.  Once mature the prairies become stabilize and can better 

defend itself from the weed competition.  During some of the visit will also be conducting perimeter 

mows as needed as well as non-selective treatment of pathways with in the plots. The final treatment 

should finish in late summer to early fall of each year.    

Year 4: By year four the pollinator plots should have begun to mature so fewer visit will be required.  

We will continue the post site treatments just like in year three and four but estimate that we will only 

need three visits. These post herbicides treatments may include a combination of mowing, spot 

spraying, hand roguing, and selective broadcast treatment of undesirable species.  During this year we 

will apply the final herbicide treatment onto the path areas and conduct the final perimeter mow.  

Once schedule with the state we will provide the required training to all regions. The trainings will be 

conducted by one of our trained biologist/ecologists. If possible, we would like to include both indoor 

and outdoor hands-on training.  Our training will include Native plant introduction, ecology, pollinator 

benefits as well as site preparation and planting techniques so regions may conduct more in the future 

if they desire.  Other topics covered will include but not limited to site maintenance techniques, 

noxious plant identification and control as well as lesson learned with examples for this project.   It 

would be our goal to provide the training so that state staff feel confident in the management of these 

existing plots and also understand why doing these are so important.   

 

Potential Herbicides  

Mad Dog  34704-889 

Mad Dog 5.4#  34704-929 

Salvo  34704-609 

Select 2 EC              59639-3-1381 

Plateau              241-365 

Pasturegard HL              62719-637 

  

  

 

We realize that your project goals and budget may be different than this ideal scenario so feel free to 

reach out with questions and we will do our best to answer them.  We look forward to hearing from 

you and please keep up the great work for pollinator conservation! 

Sincerely, 

Robert W. Hoffman 
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